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I have no doubt that his actions qualify
him for this award. After all, if saving
someone’s life does not earn one the
Medal of Honor, then what does? Ser-
geant McKiddy made the ultimate sac-
rifice to fight for his country and pro-
tect his fellow man. His distinguished
service deserves the highest honor. I
know Sergeant McKiddy’s family, and I
know how much this honor would mean
to them. After more than 30 years, they
are as committed as ever to receiving
the appropriate recognition of Gary’s
service. I too am committed to doing
all that I can to ensure that Sergeant
McKiddy receives the Medal of Honor.
As a Vietnam-era veteran and the son
of a World War II veteran, I know in
my heart the honor in answering a na-
tion’s call to serve and the value of
this service.

I have heard from Gary’s relatives,
his close friends, and the man he saved,
Specialist Skaggs. They too know in
their hearts the ultimate gift that
Gary and our other lost soldiers gave
to us. I believe the Army should re-
verse its decision and award Sergeant
Gary McKiddy the Medal of Honor that
he deserves, and I pledge to Gary’s fam-
ily and friends that I will continue to
fight alongside them to see that Gary
receives this honor. The Congressman
from Dayton, Ohio (Mr. HALL), has
been very active in this effort for
many, many years, and we pledge to-
gether to work to make this happen.

May we all keep in our prayers those
men and women who are serving our
Nation overseas today. Like Gary, they
show us through their courage and
strength what it means to be an Amer-
ican.

f

HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to draw attention
to Huntington’s Disease which affects
approximately 30,000 people in the
United States. Each child of a parent
with Huntington’s Disease has a 50 per-
cent risk of inheriting the illness,
meaning that there are 200,000 individ-
uals who are at risk today. Hunting-
ton’s Disease results from a genetically
programmed degeneration of nerve
cells in certain parts of the brain.
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While medication is available to help
control the symptoms of Huntington’s
Disease, sadly, there is no treatment to
stop or reverse the course of the dis-
ease.

According to the Huntington’s Dis-
ease Society of America, this disease is
named for Dr. George Huntington who
first described this hereditary disorder
in 1872. Huntington’s Disease is now
recognized as one of the more common
genetic disorders in America. Hunting-

ton’s Disease affects as many people as
hemophilia, cystic fibrosis and mus-
cular dystrophy.

Early symptoms of Huntington’s Dis-
ease may affect cognitive ability or
mobility and include depression, mood
swings, forgetfulness, clumsiness, in-
voluntary twitching, and lack of co-
ordination. As the disease progresses,
concentration and short-term memory
diminish and involuntary movements
of the head, trunk and limbs increase.
Walking, speaking, and swallowing
abilities deteriorate. Eventually the
person is unable to care for himself or
herself. Death follows from complica-
tions such as choking, infection, or
heart failure.

Huntington’s Disease typically be-
gins in mid-life between the ages of 30
and 45, though onset may occur as
early as the age of 2. Children who de-
velop the juvenile form of the disease
rarely live to adulthood. Huntington’s
Disease affects men and women equally
and crosses all ethnic and racial bound-
aries. Everyone who carries the gene
will develop the disease. In 1993, the
Huntington’s Disease gene was isolated
and a direct genetic test developed
which can accurately determine wheth-
er a person carries the Huntington’s
Disease gene.

I would like to commend Dr. Ruth
Abramson of Columbia, South Carolina
for her leadership and dedication for
conducting ongoing research to find a
cure for Huntington’s Disease at both
the University of South Carolina
School of Medicine and the South
Carolina Department of Mental Health.
I also want to commend my chief of
staff, Eric Dell, and his courageous
mother, Ouida Dell, for their efforts in
fighting Huntington’s Disease within
their family.

I encourage the American people to
be aware of their own family histories,
to be aware of the issues in genetic
testing, and to advocate for families
with Huntington’s Disease in their
communities. I also call on my col-
leagues in the House to join in this ef-
fort to find a cure for those suffering
from this disease.

To that extent, I would like to read
this concurrent resolution about Hun-
tington’s Disease which I have intro-
duced in the House of Representatives.

‘‘Concurrent resolution. Whereas
about 30,000 people in the United States
suffer from Huntington’s Disease;
whereas each child of a parent with
Huntington’s Disease has a 50 percent
risk of inheriting the illness; around
200,000 individuals are at risk; whereas
Huntington’s Disease results from a ge-
netically programmed degeneration of
nerve cells in certain parts of the
brain; whereas this degeneration
causes uncontrolled movements, loss of
intellectual faculties, and emotional
disturbances; whereas presymptomatic
testing is available for those with a
family history of Huntington’s Disease,
and medication is available to help

control the symptoms, yet there is no
treatment to stop or reverse the course
of the disease; whereas Congress as an
institution and Members of Congress as
individuals are in unique positions to
help raise public awareness about the
need for increased funding for research,
detection, and treatment of Hunting-
ton’s Disease and to support the fight
against this disease:

‘‘Now, therefore, be it resolved by the
House of Representatives (the Senate
concurring), that it is the sense of the
Congress that subsection 1, all Ameri-
cans should take an active role in the
fight against Huntington’s Disease by
any means available to them, including
being aware of their own family his-
tory, being aware of the issues in ge-
netic testing, and advocating for fami-
lies with Huntington’s Disease in their
communities and their States;

‘‘Section 2, the role played by na-
tional community organizations and
health care providers in promoting
awareness should be recognized and ap-
plauded;

‘‘And section 3, the Federal Govern-
ment has a responsibility to, A, en-
deavor to raise awareness about the de-
tection and treatment of Huntington’s
Disease; and B, increase funding for re-
search so that a cure might be found.’’

Mr. Speaker, as May marked Hun-
tington’s Disease Awareness Month, we
must do everything possible to ensure
we search out hope for thousands of
Americans by finding a cure for this
disease.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KELLER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from California
(Mr. FILNER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CARSON of Indiana addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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